
Yonah, Iyov, & Darth Vader:  
What do Tragic Heroes Teach us about Repentance? 

Source Sheet by Raphael Elspas 
 
 

1. Darth Vader 
 
 

Star Wars Episode III: Revenge of the Sith 
  

PALPATINE : You are fulfilling your destiny, Anakin. Become my 
apprentice. Learn to use the dark side of the Force. 
 
ANAKIN : I will do whatever you ask. 
 
PALPATINE : Good. 
 
ANAKIN : Just help me save Padme's life. I can't live without her. I 
won't let her die. I want the power to stop death. 
 
PALPATINE : To cheat death is a power only one has achieved, but if 
we work together, I know we can discover the secret. 
 
ANAKIN kneels before PALPATINE. 
 
ANAKIN : I pledge myself to your teachings. To the ways of the Sith. 
 
PALPATINE : Good. Good. The Force is strong with you. A powerful 
Sith you will become. Henceforth, you shall be known as Darth . . . 
Vader. 

  
 

Definitions 
  

• Tragic Hero: a protagonist who has some downfall caused by 
something internal or external 
• Tragic Flaw/Hamartia: the flaw that causes the downfall of the hero 

 
 

● What makes Darth Vader/Anakin the tragic hero? What is his tragic flaw? 
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Star Wars Episode VI: Return of the Jedi 
  

VADER:The Emperor has been expecting you. 

LUKE: I know, father. 

VADER: So, you have accepted the truth. 

LUKE: I've accepted the truth that you were once Anakin Skywalker, 
my father. 

VADER (turning to face him): That name no longer has any meaning 
for me. 

LUKE: It is the name of your true self. You've only forgotten. I know 
there is good in you. The Emperor hasn't driven it from you fully. That 
is why you couldn't destroy me. That's why you won't bring me to your 
Emperor now. 

Vader looks down from Luke to the lightsaber in his own black-gloved 
hand. He seems to ponder Luke's words. 

VADER (indicating lightsaber): I see you have constructed a new 
lightsaber. 

Vader ignites the lightsaber and holds it to examine its humming, 
brilliant blade. 

VADER: Your skills are complete. Indeed, you are powerful, as the 
Emperor has foreseen. 

They stand for a moment, Vader extinguishes the lightsaber. 

LUKE: Come with me. 

VADER: Obi-Wan once thought as you do. 

Luke steps close to Vader, then stops. Vader is still. 

VADER: You don't know the power of the dark side. I must obey my 
master. 



LUKE: I will not turn... and you'll be forced to kill me. 

VADER: If that is your destiny. 

LUKE: Search your feelings, father. You can't do this. I feel the 
conflict within you. Let go of your hate. 

VADER: It is too late for me, son. 
 

● Darth Vader is pulled in both directions once his son faces death. How does this parallel 
the process and struggle with teshuva? 

 
Star Wars Episode VI: Return of the Jedi 

  
In the midst of this uproar, Luke is trying to carry the enormous weight 
of his father's weakening body toward an Imperial shuttle. Finally, 
Luke collapses from the strain. The explosions grow louder as Vader 
draws him closer. 
  
VADER/ANAKIN (a whisper) Luke, help me take this mask off. 
  
LUKE But you'll die. 
  
VADER/ANAKIN Nothing can stop that now. Just for once... let me 
look on you with my own eyes. 
 
Slowly, hesitantly, Luke removes the mask from his father's face. 
There beneath the scars is an elderly man. His eyes do not focus. But 
the dying man smiles at the sight before him. 
  
VADER/ANAKIN  (very weak) Now...go, my son. Leave me. 
  
LUKE No. You're coming with me. I can't leave you here. I've got to 
save you. 
  
VADER/ANAKIN You already have, Luke. You were right about me. 
Tell your sister...you were right. 
 
LUKE Father...I won't leave you. 
 
Darth Vader, Anakin Skywalker...Luke's father, dies. 

  
● Darth Vader killed many during his life. Does dying to save his son serve as repentance? 

Does killing Palpatine serve as repentance? 



 
○ What is required for teshuva? Action? 

 
● What is Darth Vader's motivation for killing Palpatine? Is he motivated by saving his 

son's life, or by leaving the dark side and returning to the Jedi? 
 

○ What is required for teshuva? thought/mindset? 
 
 

Devarim 30:11,14 (Nitzavim) 

11) Surely, this commandment which I 
command upon you today is not too 
baffling for you, nor is it beyond reach. 
14) No, the thing is very close to you, in 
your mouth and in your heart, to do it. 

 

 דברים ל׳

 י״א) כִּ֚י  הַמִּצְוָ֣ה הַזֹּ֔את  אֲשֶׁ֛ר אָנכִֹ֥י
 מְצַוְּךָ֖ הַיּ֑וֹם לֹֽא־נִפְלֵ֥את הִוא֙ מִמְּךָ֔ וְלֹ֥א

וא׃  רְחקָֹ֖ה הִֽ
י־קָר֥וֹב אֵלֶ֛יךָ הַדָּבָ֖ר מְאֹ֑ד  בְּפִ֥יךָ  י״ד) כִּֽ

 וּבִלְבָבְך֖ לַעֲשׂתֹֽוֹ ׃ (ס)
 

 
Ramban on Devarim 30:11 

...But "this commandment" refers to 
repentance . Because [the verses] "you 
will return in your hearts" (Devarim 30:1) 
and "you will return to the Lord your 
God" (ibid 30:2) [prove that] the 
commandment (to return) that He 
commanded us to do [is a commandment] 
…  And this is the meaning of "in your 
mouth and in your heart to do it" : That 
they should confess their sins and the sins 
of their ancestors with their mouths and 
return in their hearts to God... 

 

 רמב"ן על דברים ל׳:י״א

 ...אבל המצוה הזאת על התשובה
 הנזכרת כי "והשבות אל לבבך"

 (בפסוק א) "ושבת עד ה' אלהיך"
 (בפסוק ב) מצוה שיצוה אותנו

 לעשות כן ... וזה טעם בפיך ובלבבך
 לעשותו שיתודו את עונם ואת עון

 אבותם בפיהם וישובו בלבם אל ה'...
 

● Ramban says that teshuva is a mitzvah, in contrast with Rambam, who says it is not a 
mitzvah. (Teshuva is one of Taryag Mitzvot L’Ramban, but not L’Rambam. Mitzvah 73 
he lists only “confession” as a mitzvah). See Rambam’s Hilchot Teshuva 1:1. 

 
Kli Yakar on Devarim 30:11 

That in every mitzvah there are two 
examinations, (1) one is the doing itself to 
do the actual mitzvah, the other (2) is the 
intention of the mitzvah, to understand 
and enlighten in the secrets of the Torah 

 כלי יקר על דברים ל׳:י״א

 שיש בכל מצוה שני בחינות האחת
 היא העשיה עצמה לעשות המצוה
 בפועל, השניה הוא כוונת המצוה

 להבין ולהשכיל בסודות התורה אשר



which God leaves from the nations 

 
 העלים ה' מן האומות

 

 
● Ideally one should do both, but kli yakar later says doing is enough, since it puts you in 

the mindset. 
 

● According to Kli Yakar & Ramban, is Darth Vader fulfilled in his teshuva? 
 

● (Shabbat 153a) that Rabbi Eliezer taught his disciples, "Repent one day before your 
death." The disciples politely questioned whether one can know the day of one's death, so 
Rabbi Eliezer answered, "All the more reason, therefore, to repent today, lest one die 
tomorrow." 

 

2. Iyov 
 

Iyov 1:8-12 

(8) The LORD said to the Satan, “Have 
you noticed My servant Job? There is no 
one like him on earth, a blameless and 
upright man who fears God and shuns 
evil!” (9) The Satan answered the LORD, 
“What reason does Job have to fear God? 
(10) Isn’t it You who have fenced him 
round, him and his household and all that 
he has. You have blessed his efforts so 
that his possessions spread out in the land. 
(11) But lay Your hand upon all that he 
has and he will surely blaspheme You to 
Your face.” (12) The LORD replied to the 
Satan, “See, all that he has is in your 
power; only do not lay a hand on him.” 
The Satan departed from the presence of 
the LORD. 

 

 איוב א׳:ח׳-י״ב

 (ח) וַיֹּ֤אמֶר יְהוָה֙ אֶל־הַשָּׂטָ֔ן הֲשַׂ֥מְתָּ
 לִבְּךָ֖ עַל־עַבְדִּ֣י אִיּ֑וֹב כִּ֣י אֵ֤ין כָּמֹ֙הוּ֙

 בָּאָ֔רֶץ אִ֣ישׁ תָּ֧ם ויְָשָׁ֛ר יְרֵ֥א אֱלהִֹ֖ים וְסָ֥ר
ע׃ (ט) וַיַּ֧עַן הַשָּׂטָ֛ן אֶת־יְהוָ֖ה וַיּאֹמַ֑ר  מֵרָֽ
ים׃ (י) הֲלֹֽא־את חִנָּ֔ם יָרֵ֥א אִיּ֖וֹב אֱלהִֹֽ  הַֽ
 [אַ֠תָּה] שַׂ֣כְתָּ בַעֲד֧וֹ וּבְעַד־בֵּית֛וֹ וּבְעַ֥ד

 כָּל־אֲשֶׁר־ל֖וֹ מִסָּבִ֑יב מַעֲשֵׂ֤ה יָדָיו֙ בֵּרַ֔כְתָּ
 וּמִקְנֵ֖הוּ פָּרַ֥ץ בָּאָֽרֶץ׃ (יא) וְאוּלָם֙
לַֽח־נָ֣א יָֽדְךָ֔ וְגַ֖ע בְּכָל־אֲשֶׁר־ל֑וֹ  שְֽׁ

ךָּ׃ (יב) וַיֹּ֨אמֶר  אִם־לֹ֥א עַל־פָּנֶ֖יךָ יְבָרֲכֶֽ
 יְהוָ֜ה אֶל־הַשָּׂטָ֗ן הִנֵּ֤ה כָל־אֲשֶׁר־לוֹ֙
 בְּיָדֶ֔ךָ רַ֣ק אֵלָ֔יו אַל־תִּשְׁלַ֖ח יָדֶ֑ךָ וַיֵּצֵא֙

 הַשָּׂטָ֔ן מֵעִ֖ם פְּנֵ֥י יְהוָה׃
 

● What is Iyov’s tragic flaw? 
 

● How does he repent? Is it sincere? 
 

Iyov 11:6 

(Tzofar says to Iyov) He would tell you 
the secrets of wisdom, For there are many 
sides to sagacity; And know that God has 

 איוב י״א׳:ו׳

י־כִפְלַ֪יִם עֲלֻמ֣וֹת חָכְמָה֮ כִּֽ  ויְַגֶּד־לְךָ֨ ׀ תַּֽ
 לְת֫וּשִׁיָּ֥ה וְדַ֡ע כִּי־יַשֶּׁ֥ה לְך֥ אֱ֝ל֗וֹהַ
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overlooked some of your sins for you. 

 

 מֵעֲוֺנֶֽךָ׃

 

 
Ibn Ezra on Iyov 11:6 

Kiflayim: that which man could not know 
about 

 

 אבן עזרא על איוב י״א׳:ו׳

 כפלים - שלא ידעו בני אדם.

 

● Iyov (and man in general) can sin and deserve punishment even though he doesn’t and 
couldn't know what he did wrong. 

 
● In your opinion, is this fair? 

 
Rashi on Iyov 11:6 

Like (Dvarim 24: 10) “When you make 
any loan to a friend, you must not enter 
his house to seize his pledge.” (that is) he 
has a lot more debt to you in the matters 
of your poverty: 

 

איוב י״א׳:ו׳  רש"י על 

 כי ישה. כמו (דברים כ״ד:י׳) כי תשה
 ברעך (כלומר) הרבה יש לו עוד חוב

 עליך בדברי עוניך:

 

● Iyov did something wrong because God’s will is so demanding, no one could possibly do 
enough. There will always be sins of which you are not aware. 

 
 

Rabbi Moshe Eiseman on Gra on Iyov 1:8 
Intro, Iyov, Artscroll Tanach Series 

 

But perhaps, suffering has a different function. Perhaps it is meant to 
stimulate a search. Perhaps, when Tzofar says that we are called to 
suffer for sins of which we cannot know, he means only that we cannot 
know of them as long as we live superficial lives. Perhaps, goaded by 
pain, we can become aware of new vistas , deeper, more intimate 
visions of ourselves, our responsibilities and abilities...Iyov, the old 
Iyov, was indeed blameless. So he felt about himself, and so did God 
testify. Had he asked himself about his silence as he sat in on Pharaoh's 
deliberations he would have experienced no compunction, would have 
found a hundred different reasons why just this reaction was, under the 
circumstances, correct. He feels no guilt and -- at this stage of his 
development -- Satan does not impute any. But, in times when an 
uncompromising Attribute of Justice holds sway, more is demanded. 
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● Does Iyov not feel enough guilt? How much guilt should we feel while doing repentance; 

is it necessary? 
 

● Guilt is a component in teshuva; Iyov develops his guilt to Hashem in the final Perek. 
 

● “Shame is I am bad. Guilt is I did something bad.” - Helen Block Lewis 
 

● God in last perek says that, he vocalizes that Iyov is to praise and his friends are to 
condemn (not including elihu for some reason). 

 

3. Yonah 
Jonah 1:1-3 

(1) The word of the LORD came to Jonah 
son of Amittai: (2) Go at once to Nineveh, 
that great city, and proclaim judgment 
upon it; for their wickedness has come 
before Me. (3) Jonah, however, started 
out to flee to Tarshish from the LORD’s 
service. He went down to Joppa and 
found a ship going to Tarshish. He paid 
the fare and went aboard to sail with the 
others to Tarshish, away from the service 
of the LORD. 

 

 יונה א׳:א׳-ג׳

 (א) וַֽיְהִי֙ דְּבַר־יְהוָ֔ה אֶל־יוֹנָ֥ה בֶן־אֲמִתַּ֖י
ר׃ (ב) ק֠וּם לֵ֧ךְ אֶל־נִֽינְוֵ֛ה הָעִ֥יר  לֵאמֹֽ

י־עָלְתָ֥ה רָעָתָ֖ם  הַגְּדוֹלָ֖ה וּקְרָ֣א עָלֶ֑יהָ כִּֽ
 לְפָנָֽי׃ (ג) וַיָּ֤קָם יוֹנָה֙ לִבְרֹ֣חַ תַּרְשִׁ֔ישָׁה

 מִלִּפְנֵ֖י יְהוָ֑ה וַיֵּ֨רֶד יָפ֜וֹ וַיִּמְצָ֥א אָנִיָּ֣ה ׀
 בָּאָ֣ה תַרְשִׁ֗ישׁ וַיִּתֵּ֨ן שְׂכָרָ֜הּ וַיֵּ֤רֶד בָּהּ֙
 לָב֤וֹא עִמָּהֶם֙ תַּרְשִׁ֔ישָׁה מִלִּפְנֵ֖י יְהוָה׃

 

● What's Yonah's Tragic Flaw? 
 

Jonah 1:4-6 

(4) But the LORD cast a mighty wind 
upon the sea, and such a great tempest 
came upon the sea that the ship was in 
danger of breaking up. (5) In their fright, 
the sailors cried out, each to his own god; 
and they flung the ship’s cargo overboard 
to make it lighter for them. Jonah, 
meanwhile, had gone down into the hold 
of the vessel where he lay down and fell 
asleep. (6) The captain went over to him 
and cried out, “How can you be sleeping 
so soundly! Up, call upon your god! 
Perhaps the god will be kind to us and we 
will not perish.” 

 יונה א׳:ד׳-ו׳

 (ד) וַֽיהוָ֗ה הֵטִ֤יל רֽוּחַ־גְּדוֹלָה֙ אֶל־הַיָּ֔ם
עַר־גָּד֖וֹל בַּיָּ֑ם וְהָ֣אֳנִיָּ֔ה חִשְּׁבָ֖ה  וַיְהִ֥י סַֽ

ר׃ (ה) וַיִּֽירְא֣וּ הַמַּלָּחִ֗ים וַֽיִּזְעֲקוּ֮  לְהִשָּׁבֵֽ
 אִ֣ישׁ אֶל־אֱלהָֹיו֒ וַיָּטִ֨לוּ אֶת־הַכֵּלִ֜ים

עֲלֵיהֶ֑ם אֳנִיָּה֙ אֶל־הַיָּ֔ם לְהָקֵ֖ל מֵֽ  אֲשֶׁ֤ר בָּֽ
 ויְוֹנָ֗ה יָרַד֙ אֶל־יַרְכְּתֵ֣י הַסְּפִינָ֔ה וַיִּשְׁכַּ֖ב

ם׃ (ו) וַיִּקְרַ֤ב אֵלָיו֙ רַ֣ב הַחבֵֹ֔ל  וַיֵּרָדַֽ
 וַיֹּ֥אמֶר ל֖וֹ מַה־לְּךָ֣ נִרְדָּ֑ם ק֚וּם קְרָ֣א

 אֶל־אֱלהֶֹ֔יךָ אוּלַ֞י יִתְעַשֵּׁ֧ת הָאֱלהִֹ֛ים לָ֖נוּ
 וְלֹ֥א נאֹבֵד׃
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● What is Yonah's new Tragic Flaw? 

 
Jonah 3:3-5 

(3) Jonah went at once to Nineveh in 
accordance with the LORD’s command. 
Nineveh was an enormously large city a 
three days’ walk across. (4) Jonah started 
out and made his way into the city the 
distance of one day’s walk, and 
proclaimed: “Forty days more, and 
Nineveh shall be overthrown!” (5) The 
people of Nineveh believed God. They 
proclaimed a fast, and great and small 
alike put on sackcloth. 

 

 יונה ג׳:ג׳-ה׳

 (ג) וַיָּ֣קָם יוֹנָ֗ה וַיֵּ֛לֶךְ אֶל־נִֽינְוֶ֖ה כִּדְבַ֣ר
ה הָיְתָ֤ה עִיר־גְּדוֹלָה֙  יְהוָ֑ה וְנִֽינְוֵ֗

ים׃ (ד) וַיָּ֤חֶל  לֵֽאלהִֹ֔ים מַהֲלַ֖ךְ שְׁלֹ֥שֶׁת יָמִֽ
 יוֹנָה֙ לָב֣וֹא בָעִ֔יר מַהֲלַ֖ךְ י֣וֹם אֶחָ֑ד

 וַיִּקְרָא֙ וַיּאֹמַ֔ר ע֚וֹד אַרְבָּעִ֣ים י֔וֹם וְנִֽינְוֵ֖ה
כֶת׃ (ה) וַֽיַּאֲמִ֛ינוּ אַנְשֵׁ֥י נִֽינְוֵ֖ה  נֶהְפָּֽ

אלהִֹ֑ים וַיִּקְרְאוּ־צוֹם֙ וַיִּלְבְּשׁ֣וּ שַׂקִּ֔ים  בֵּֽ
 מִגְּדוֹלָ֖ם וְעַד־קטַנָּם׃

 
 

Jonah 3:10-4:4 

(10) God saw what they did, how they 
were turning back from their evil ways. 
And God renounced the punishment He 
had planned to bring upon them, and did 
not carry it out. (1) This displeased Jonah 
greatly, and he was grieved. (2) He 
prayed to the LORD, saying, “O LORD! 
Isn’t this just what I said when I was still 
in my own country? That is why I fled 
beforehand to Tarshish. For I know that 
You are a compassionate and gracious 
God, slow to anger, abounding in 
kindness, renouncing punishment. (3) 
Please, LORD, take my life, for I would 
rather die than live.” (4) The LORD 
replied, “Are you that deeply grieved?” 

 

 יונה ג׳:י׳-ד׳:ד׳

ת־מַ֣עֲשֵׂיהֶ֔ם אֱלהִֹים֙ אֶֽ  (י) וַיַּ֤רְא הָֽ
 כִּי־שָׁ֖בוּ מִדַּרְכָּ֣ם הָרָעָ֑ה וַיִּנָּ֣חֶם

 הָאֱלהִֹ֗ים עַל־הָרָעָ֛ה אֲשֶׁר־דִּבֶּ֥ר
ה׃ (א) וַיֵּ֥רַע  לַעֲשׂוֹת־לָהֶ֖ם וְלֹ֥א עָשָֽׂ
 אֶל־יוֹנָ֖ה רָעָ֣ה גְדוֹלָ֑ה וַיִּ֖חַר לֽוֹ׃ (ב)

 וַיִּתְפַּלֵּ֨ל אֶל־יְהוָ֜ה וַיּאֹמַ֗ר אָנָּ֤ה יְהוָה֙
 הֲלוֹא־זֶ֣ה דְבָרִ֗י עַד־הֱיוֹתִי֙ עַל־אַדְמָתִ֔י

 עַל־כֵּ֥ן קִדַּ֖מְתִּי לִבְרֹ֣חַ תַּרְשִׁ֑ישָׁה כִּ֣י
ל־חַנּ֣וּן וְרַח֔וּם אֶ֤רֶךְ  יָדַ֗עְתִּי כִּ֤י אַתָּה֙ אֵֽ
ה׃ (ג)  אַפַּ֙יִם֙ וְרַב־חֶ֔סֶד וְנִחָ֖ם עַל־הָרָעָֽ

 וְעַתָּ֣ה יְהוָ֔ה קַח־נָ֥א אֶת־נַפְשִׁ֖י מִמֶּ֑נִּי כִּ֛י
 ט֥וֹב מוֹתִ֖י מֵחַיָּֽי׃ (ס) (ד) וַיֹּ֣אמֶר יְהוָ֔ה

 הַהֵיטֵ֖ב חָ֥רָה לָך׃

 
● What's going on here? What is Yonah so upset about? What is wrong with God forgiving 

a nation that Yonah has so much trouble with? 
 

Rashi on J onah 4:1 

This displeased Jonah: he said, "now the 
idolaters will say that I am a false 

 יונה ג׳:י׳-ד׳:ד׳

 וירע אל יונה. אמר עכשיו יאמרו
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prophet." 
 

 העכו"ם שאני נבי' השקר:

 
● Does Yonah really care about his image or God’s image? 

 
Abarbanel on Jonah 2:9:1 

The truth of the matter is that Yonah 
regretted fleeing HaShem and promised in 
his heart to fulfill His command regarding 
Nineveh. But he was comforted in his 
realizing that the people of Nineveh were 
worshippers of nothingness and, so, even 
if they did Teshuva because his call, they 
would not be steadfast in their 
repentance— after a few days, they would 
leave their righteousness and return to 
their evil 

 

 אברבנאל על יונה ב׳:ט׳

 אמתת הענין הוא שיונה נתחרט
 ממה שברח מלפני השם וגמר בלבו
 לעשות מצוותו בענין ננוה אבל היה
 מתנחם באומרו שאנשי ננוה שהם

 משמרים הבלי שוא אף על פי שיעשו
 תשובה מפני קריאתו לא יתמידו

 בתשובתם כי לימים מועטים חסדם
 יעזובו וישובו לרשעתם

 
● How does the Abarbanel see Yonah's decision making? Does it conflict with what you 

first assumed? According to the Abarbanel, is yonah justified in running away/would 
Yonah even need to make teshuva? 

 
Jonah 4:5-11 

(5) Now Jonah had left the city and found 
a place east of the city. He made a booth 
there and sat under it in the shade, until he 
should see what happened to the city. (6) 
The LORD God provided a ricinus plant, 
which grew up over Jonah, to provide 
shade for his head and save him from 
discomfort. Jonah was very happy about 
the plant. (7) But the next day at dawn 
God provided a worm, which attacked the 
plant so that it withered. (8) And when the 
sun rose, God provided a sultry east wind; 
the sun beat down on Jonah’s head, and 
he became faint. He begged for death, 
saying, “I would rather die than live.” (9) 
Then God said to Jonah, “Are you so 
deeply grieved about the plant?” “Yes,” 
he replied, “so deeply that I want to die.” 
(10) Then the LORD said: “You cared 
about the plant, which you did not work 

 יונה ד׳:ה׳-י״א

 (ה) וַיֵּצֵ֤א יוֹנָה֙ מִן־הָעִ֔יר וַיֵּ֖שֶׁב מִקֶּ֣דֶם
 לָעִ֑יר וַיַּעַשׂ֩ ל֨וֹ שָׁ֜ם סֻכָּ֗ה וַיֵּ֤שֶׁב תַּחְתֶּ֙יהָ֙

יר׃  בַּצֵּ֔ל עַ֚ד אֲשֶׁ֣ר יִרְאֶ֔ה מַה־יִּהְיֶ֖ה בָּעִֽ
 (ו) וַיְמַ֣ן יְהוָֽה־אֱ֠להִֹים קִיקָי֞וֹן וַיַּ֣עַל ׀
הְי֥וֹת צֵל֙ עַל־ראֹשׁ֔וֹ  מֵעַ֣ל לְיוֹנָ֗ה לִֽ

עָת֑וֹ וַיִּשְׂמַ֥ח יוֹנָ֛ה  לְהַצִּ֥יל ל֖וֹ מֵרָֽ
יקָי֖וֹן שִׂמְחָ֥ה גְדוֹלָֽה׃ (ז) וַיְמַ֤ן  עַל־הַקִּֽ

אֱלהִֹים֙ תּוֹלַ֔עַת בַּעֲל֥וֹת הַשַּׁ֖חַר  הָֽ
שׁ׃ (ח) יקָי֖וֹן וַיִּיבָֽ מָּחֳרָ֑ת וַתַּ֥ךְ אֶת־הַקִּֽ  לַֽ
 וַיְהִ֣י ׀ כִּזְרֹ֣חַ הַשֶּׁ֗מֶשׁ וַיְמַ֨ן אֱלהִֹ֜ים ר֤וּחַ
 קָדִים֙ חֲרִישִׁ֔ית וַתַּ֥ךְ הַשֶּׁ֛מֶשׁ עַל־רֹ֥אשׁ
 יוֹנָ֖ה וַיִּתְעַלָּ֑ף וַיִּשְׁאַ֤ל אֶת־נַפְשׁוֹ֙ לָמ֔וּת

 וַיֹּ֕אמֶר ט֥וֹב מוֹתִ֖י מֵחַיָּֽי׃ (ט) וַיֹּ֤אמֶר
ה־לְךָ֖  אֱלהִֹים֙ אֶל־יוֹנָ֔ה הַהֵיטֵ֥ב חָרָֽ
רָה־לִ֖י יקָי֑וֹן וַיֹּ֕אמֶר הֵיטֵ֥ב חָֽ  עַל־הַקִּֽ

 עַד־מָוֶת׃ (י) וַיֹּ֣אמֶר יְהוָ֔ה אַתָּ֥ה חַ֙סְתָּ֙
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for and which you did not grow, which 
appeared overnight and perished 
overnight. (11) And should not I care 
about Nineveh, that great city, in which 
there are more than a hundred and twenty 
thousand persons who do not yet know 
their right hand from their left, and many 
beasts as well!” 

 

 עַל־הַקִּ֣יקָי֔וֹן אֲשֶׁ֛ר לאֹ־עָמַ֥לְתָּ בּ֖וֹ וְלֹ֣א
ד׃  גִדַּלְתּ֑וֹ שֶׁבִּן־לַ֥יְלָה הָיָ֖ה וּבִן־לַ֥יְלָה אָבָֽ

 (יא) וַֽאֲנִי֙ לֹ֣א אָח֔וּס עַל־נִינְוֵ֖ה הָעִ֣יר
 הַגְּדוֹלָ֑ה אֲשֶׁ֣ר יֶשׁ־בָּ֡הּ הַרְבֵּה֩

שְׁתֵּים־עֶשְׂרֵ֨ה רִבּ֜וֹ אָדָ֗ם אֲשֶׁ֤ר  מִֽ
 לֹֽא־יָדַע֙ בֵּין־יְמִינ֣וֹ לִשְׂמאֹל֔וֹ וּבְהֵמָ֖ה

 רַבָּה׃

 
● After reading this, we get the full picture of Sefer Yonah. Yonah never responds, and this 

is the end of the book. He was cutoff? was his teshuva before not sincere enough? maybe 
it was...but he didn't learn from his mistake. 

 
● We can now compile a more complete picture of Yonah's tragic character. Now why is 

Yonah a tragic hero? 

 
Rambam, Mishna Torah, Hilchot 

Teshuva 1:1 

...But how ought we to confess?—We 
ought to say thus: “I beseech Thee, O 
God! I have sinned; I have done 
perversely; I have committed wickedness 
before Thee, and I have done so and so; 
and behold! I repent and am ashamed of 
my doings, and I will never relapse into 
these sins again .”... 

 

 משנה תורה, הלכות תשובה א׳

 ...כֵּיצַד מִתְוַדִּין. אוֹמֵר אָנָּא הַשֵּׁם
 חָטָאתִי עָויִתִי פָּשַׁעְתִּי לְפָנֶיךָ וְעָשִׂיתִי
 כָּךְ וְכָךְ וַהֲרֵי נִחַמְתִּי וּבשְֹׁתִּי בְּמַעֲשַׂי

 וּלְעוֹלָם  אֵינִי חוֹזֵר לְדָבָר זֶה ...

 

● Say they won’t do it again in the same situation 

 
Rambam, Mishna Torah, Hilchot 

Teshuva 2:2 

Now what is that repentance to consist 
in?—In this, that the sinner forsake his 
sin, and remove it from his thoughts; 
moreover that he resolve in his heart, 
never to do it again ... 

 

 משנה תורה, הלכות תשובה ב׳

 וּמַה הִיא הַתְּשׁוּבָה. הוּא שֶׁיַּעֲזבֹ
 הַחוֹטֵא חֶטְאוֹ ויִסִירוֹ מִמַּחֲשַׁבְתּוֹ ויְִגְמרֹ

 בְּלִבּוֹ  שֶׁלּאֹ יַעֲשֵׂהוּ עוֹד ...

 

● Believe that you won’t do it again in the same situation/actually not doing it again. 
 



Takeaways:  
What we learn from each tragic hero about repentance 

  
•  Yonah  - Our tragic flaws can change over time; we don't get unlimited chances to right our 
wrongs. We're lucky to get another shot 
•  Iyov  - even if we think we're innocent--we’re not and we can repent. Guilt is an important 
component in teshuva. 
•  Darth Vader - repentance must be for the right reason. Requires action and thought. 

  
 
 
Extra Sources:  
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https://www.yeshiva.org.il/midrash/536 
https://darchenoam.org/this-mitzva-teshuva-source-sheets/ 
Iyov, Artscroll Tanach Series 
Justin Kelman 
https://www.yu.edu/sites/default/files/inline-files/Understanding%20the%20Teshuva%20Process
%20of%20the%20Yamim%20Noraim.pdf 
https://askgramps.org/lesson-god-want-teach-jonah-story-gourd-worm/ 
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